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AUTHORITY: 11 Del. C. §6517; 29 Del. C. §8903

PURPOSE: To require a needs evaluation to be conducted prior to new construction or
expansion of correctional facilities.

APPLICABILITY: All Department of Correction (DOC) employees, volunteers,
persons or organizations conducting business with the Department.

DEFINITIONS:

Chief of Community Relations: The manager of the Office of Communication
Relations.

Needs Evaluation: Systematic process for an in-depth analysis of all pertinent factors
to determine whether a need is clearly demonstrated.

POLICY: It is the policy of DOC to conduct a comprehensive needs evaluation prior to
the construction of new facilities, and renovation or the expansion of existing facilities.
In addition, all planning for residential facilities must allow for community participation
and public comment through regularly scheduled public meetings in accordance with the
budget process.

Staff, as designated by the Commissioner, shall be responsible for assisting with
providing information for the completion of the needs evaluation to determine the
programs and/or facilities most appropriate for the population to be served.

The Chief of Community Relations may be required to coordinate community
involvement as well as promote public awareness for construction projects, depending
on the size and scope as determined by the Commissioner.



