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Department of Correction Graduates New Correctional Officers 
 
The Delaware Department of Correction (DOC) held a Friday, September 19, 2014, graduation 
ceremony for 29 employees who recently completed Correctional Employee Initial Training (CEIT). 
Graduates took the oath of office and received their assignments before family, friends, Lieutenant 
Governor Matt Denn, and DOC officials. 
 
Brian Davidson of Millsboro was voted by his classmates to be the class speaker at the ceremony, and 
Matthew Blumenthal of Dover was selected by the instructor team as the group’s Outstanding Cadet. 
 
Graduates completed nine weeks of training, including hands-on and classroom sessions in a multitude 
of areas, including weapons familiarization, defensive tactics, emergency preparedness, report 
writing, substance use disorder training, CPR/Basic First Aid, and inter-personal communication. They 
will now join the ranks of more than 2,600 employees who uphold the Department’s mission of 
protecting the public by supervising more than 7,000 adult offenders in facilities throughout the state. 
 
An alphabetical list of graduating cadets, along with their hometown and assignments, can be found on 
the following page. Not all cadets opted to have their information released. 
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Department of Correction CEIT Class #203

 

Name – Hometown; Assignment 

Akinyombo, Akinkunmi – Newark, DE; assigned to HRYCI as a Correctional Officer 

Blumenthal, Matthew – Dover, DE; assigned to JTVCC as a Correctional Officer 

Boyce, Kristal – Wilmington, DE; assigned to HRYCI as a Correctional Officer 

Branch, Meril – Dover, DE; assigned to JTVCC as a Correctional Officer 

Cornwell, Michael – Harrington, DE; assigned to JTVCC as a Correctional Officer 

Curtis, Mark – Milford, DE; assigned to JTVCC as a Correctional Officer 

Davidson, Brian – Millsboro, DE; assigned to JTVCC as Correctional Officer 

DeJesus, Ramon – Camden, NJ; assigned to HRYCI as Correctional Officer  

Dunlap, Miranda – Salamanca, NY; assigned to JTVCC as Correctional Officer  

DuPree Jr., Mark – Camden, DE; assigned to JTVCC as a Correctional Officer 

Faulkner, Randolph – Smyrna, DE; assigned to JTVCC as a Correctional Officer 

Finger, Tyler – Clayton, NJ; assigned to JTVCC as a Correctional Officer 

Henry, Pual – Camden-Wyoming, DE; assigned to JTVCC as a Correctional Officer 

Hill, David – Georgetown, DE; assigned to JTVCC as a Correctional Officer 

Legates Jr., Richard – Milford, DE; assigned to JTVCC as a Correctional Officer 

Loper, Tobias – Dover, DE; assigned to JTVCC as a Correctional Officer 

Pace, Kellyn – Wilmington, DE; assigned to HRYCI as a Correctional Officer 

Payton, Nathaniel – Clayton, DE; assigned to JTVCC as a Correctional Officer 

Pearce, Alexander – Newark, DE; assigned to HRYCI as a Correctional Officer 

Peppers, Joshua – Magnolia, DE; assigned to JTVCC as a Correctional Officer 

Phillips, Michalina – Laurel, DE; assigned to JTVCC as a Correctional Officer 

Powlison, David – Newark, DE; assigned to JTVCC as a Correctional Officer 

Rains, Christopher – Chester, PA; assigned to HRYCI as a Correctional Officer 

Sadler, Brandon - Perryville, MD; assigned to HRYCI as a Correctional Officer 

Sappanen, Jessica - Bear, DE; assigned to HRYCI as a Correctional Officer 

Simmons Jr., Herman - Philadelphia, PA; assigned to HRYCI as a Correctional Officer 

 
Assignment key: 

HRYCI – Howard R. Young Correctional Institution 
JTVCC – James T. Vaughn Correctional Center 
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