
  
STATE OF DELAWARE 

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION 
OFFICE OF MEDIA RELATIONS 

245 MCKEE ROAD 
DOVER, DELAWARE 19904 
Telephone:  (302) 739-5601 

Fax:  (302) 739-8220   
 
 
July 12, 2016 
Contact: Jayme Gravell | jayme.gravell@state.de.us | 302.857.5232 
 

*PRESS RELEASE* 
 

Inmate Death – Michael Chaplin 
 
An inmate at the James T. Vaughn Correctional Center (JTVCC) near Smyrna died on Friday, July 
8, 2016, following a lengthy illness. Michael Chaplin, 64, (DOB 04/10/1952) expired in the JTVCC 
infirmary at 9:25 p.m. The family has been notified of his death.  
 
Originally of Claymont, Delaware, Chaplin was serving a life sentence for first degree murder and 
possession of a deadly weapon during the commission of a felony. His sentence began on 
08/22/1980. 
 
Chaplin’s body has been turned over to the State Division of Forensic Science, as is standard 
procedure. 
 
No foul play suspected.  
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